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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ‘ 
Office of the Army Attache N 
American Enbassy haw 
beet) 
Taipei, Taiwan ao 
13 November 1950 se) 
Major General A. R. Bolling, U. S. Arny, 
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, G4 
Department of the Army, 
Washington 25, D.C, 4 
My @ear General sitar ode a e2 ee ete ) 7 : 
oe 5 
Wto a. you most sincerely for your kind personal x 


letter of 3 October 1950, which like all the others of this sort, meant 
@ great deal to me and made me realize all the more clearly what a priv— 
ilege it is to serve under your command, 


of the Far Eastern Survey Group Formosa have apparently ‘all passed away’ 
I would not have said anything about hearing that General MacArthur had 
informed Mr. Rankin, our present Minister, that the Army Attache in 
Taipei would be changed but for the fact that Mr. Rankin himself told me 
about it and seemed concerned. 


| 
Like many other troubles, those brought upon me by the visit | 
i 


The Department of the Army has now informed Mr, Rankin that my 
tour has been extended to include April of 1952. I had been officially 
informed of this some time ago, but it was nice to hear it reiterated, 
and I was much gratified that Mr. Rankin seened pleased over it. 


I do not wish to appear to be asking too much, but I would be 
very glad to stay right on as Army Attache here until 7 retire. Do you 
think there would be a chance of my getting an extension beyond April 
1952? As 1 know how far in advance Army Attaches are selected, I do not 
think this is too early to be bringing up the subject. 


It was very kind indeed of you to write me that you would have 
me ordered to special duty in the States and approve an application for 
leave at the conclusion thereof. I was all set to take you up on this 
kind offer when it occurred to me that the Last time I was in the States 
on special duty ad leave, it was winter and I remembered how unpleasant 
the weather was, particularly in Washington and in my old home town of 
oe Colorado, where I would want to spend at least part of my leave. | 





Accordingly, I asked Colonel Cassady when he was there to thank 
you for your consideration and tell you that if conditions permit I shall 
put in for leave next spring. 
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You may have thought it strange that I would ask to be ordered 
to Saigon, Bangkok, Singapore, Djakarta, and Rangoon at a time like this, 
but I have never been in any of these places, except Rangoon, and I 
thought ++ from the look of things >» it might be a good idea to see them 
before it is too late. I can understand very well why my request was not 
approved. 


I am going to put in for permission to visit Tokyo and Okinawa 
before the weather in the former place gets too cold. I feel sure you do 
not think I an trying to beat duty, but a little break would be very 
pleasant, and I would like particularly to visit my former Commanding 
General, Major.General Robert B.. McClure, in Okinawa. 


Enclosed herewith is a letter from General Sun Li-jen to Gen- 
eral Marshall. General Sun asked that this be delivered by hand and that 
he receive back something from General Marshall to indicate that it had 
been received that way. I realize that it may not be practicable to ask 
General Marshall to sign a receipt, but it would be a big favor to m if 
you or one of your senior subordinates could send me something to show 
General Sun would make him feel sure that his letter had been delivered 
directly to General Marshall. 


General Sun sent a message of congratulation to General Marshall 
when the latter assumed office as Secretary of National Defense. I es 
ified the transmitting of General Sun's message as "Confidential",. 

General Sun was particularly desirous that no orm but Americans should 
know he had sent it. General Marshall's reply came back in the clear, 
which was rather embarrassing to me. I did not tell General Sun it had 
been received that way, and as far as I can see, no harm whatsoever 
resulted. While "Confidential" is not.a high classification, I thought a 
reply Would be classified in the same manner, which was all that was re~ 
quired in this case. 


I must confess that I did not think the Chinese Communists 
would go all out in Korea as they seem to be doing. I feel, however, 
that our reporting plainly indicated the possibility of their so doing, 
as We kept turning in the reports from MND of troop movements north, and 
we carefully named the units of the PLA (God save the mark’) which IND 
believed began to enter Korea in September. I believe as do many in-. 
formed Chinese here, that the open participation--open except for the 
childish smoke screen about "volunteers",.of the PLA in the Korean 
fighting, was the result of a sudden decision on the part of the peepee 
Government (also, God save the mark!). ‘ : 


I considered the frost reliable creditable report on the gen- 
eral attitude of the People's Government toward the Korean war was that 
which I received from Dr. Han Li-wu, Former Minister of Education. Dr. 
Han told me that according to a source which he considered highly trust- 
worthy, Chou En-lai stated in Peiping during October that while the 
Korean was was about over, the guerrilla operations would continue for 
a long time, intimating, according to Dr. Han's source, that the PLA 
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would do its best to see that they did continue. I duly passed on Dr. 
Han's report in Joint Weeka No. 43 dated 21 October 1950. 


Not a single informed Chinese with whom I have talked since 
the PLA began to impede the advance of United Nations Forces in Korea 
has stated that he thought either the Soviet Union or the People's 
Government desires to provoke World War III at this time, but they have 
a very hard time explaining what they think the latter is trying to do. 


Whatever the object of the PLA, according to every indication which I 


have noted, they are going all-out in Korea, and unless the forces of 
the United Nations back down, as it appears probable England would be 
very glad to have them oon I don't see how World War IIT can be avoided 
much longer. ; 


The. fate of the world hangs in the balance as I write this. 
Perhaps the scales will have made a definite tum before. you receive it. 


Again thanking you for your kind encouragement and considera~ 
tion, I remain, 


Very respectfully, 


49, 


1 Incl DAVID D. BARRETT 
Ltr to Gen Marshall Colonel, GSC 
fr Gen Sun Li-jen Army Attache 
3. 
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